
May 10, 2025



2

WELCOME!
WE’RE HAPPY TO CELEBRATE 

THE CLASS OF 2025

Commencement Ceremony Procedures and Information

++ �There will not be access to the Commencement stage for photos 
during the ceremony. A professional photographer will take 
photos of all graduates as they cross the stage. The photos will 
be available for purchase at a later date.

 
++ �Please hold your applause until the end so all families can hear 

their student’s name. 

++ �Restrooms are located on the east side of Ron and Joyce Schipper 
Stadium under the bleachers and inside H.S. Kuyper Fieldhouse.

++ ��In the event of inclement weather, alert information will be 
available at central.edu, facebook.com/centralcollege, Instagram 
@centralcollege or on KNIA-KRLS 92.1.

   

®
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Congratulations, members of the Central College Class of 2025! Your perseverance
and dedication to your education has been inspiring to watch throughout your 
time here. And, with determination, you were unwavering in what success would 
look like for you. With every turn of the sun, the world changes. You have adapted 
to new realities, and you stand here today ready to make a difference in the world.
 
Today is called “Commencement” because it marks a new beginning. This celebration
recognizes your hard work and dedication — and signals the beginning of your 
life as a Central alumnus. Because of you, there is hope in the world today. As you 
take your much-anticipated walk across the stage, know you matter to us — always 
have, always will. We want you to be as excited about what comes next as we are 
for you!
 
Now is the time to go forth and do great things, Central College Class of 2025. 
We see you. We believe in you. We are here for you. We are Forever Dutch®! 
 
Love,
Central College

2025
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Commencement Ceremony

Saturday, May 10, 2025 ✦ 10 a.m.

Ron and Joyce Schipper Stadium ✦ Central College ✦ Pella, Iowa

* Processional	  
“Pomp and Circumstance” 
Edward Elgar, Composer

* National Anthem	    
“The Star-Spangled Banner” 
Shaffer Jeffery Landuyt 

* Invocation	
Rev. Joe Brummel 
College Chaplain

Welcome and Recognitions
Mark L. Putnam, Ed.D.
President
   
Honorary Degree, 
Doctor of Public Service
Adam Gregg ’06
President and CEO of  
Iowa Bankers Association

Presented by Mary E.M. Strey, Ph.D.
Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Address
Adam Gregg ’06
“The Upside of Epic Fails”

Presentation of 
Candidates for Degrees
Baccalaureate Degrees
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Science
Class of 2025
Mary E.M. Strey, Ph.D.
Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Welcome Class of 2025

Concluding Remarks

* Benediction		
Rev. Joe Brummel 
College Chaplain
	
* “The Lord Bless You”
E. Fred Morris, Composer	  
Central College A Cappella Choir

* Recessional	
“Barnum and Bailey’s Favorite”  
Karl L. King, Composer
The USAF Heritage of America Band

* Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
Faculty Marshal:  
Jon Witt, Professor of Sociology

Senior Marshal: 
John Roslien, Associate Professor  
of Kinesiology

Student Marshals:  
Mya Kate Ehresman ’26 

Parker Lee Lawerence ’26
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Students who achieve a 
cumulative grade point 
average (GPA) of at least 
3.500 may be recommended 
by the faculty for 
commencement distinctions. 
Honors recognition is 
based on cumulative 
grade point average using 
Central College semester 
credits earned (minimum 
60 semester hours). 
Honors recognition for 
degree candidates is given 
according to the following 
scale:

summa cum laude
3.900 to 4.000
magna cum laude 
3.700 to 3.899
cum laude
3.500 to 3.699

The cumulative grade point 
average earned after the 
previous fall semester is 
used to determine the honors 
listed in this program, and 
eligible students are wearing 
gold honor cords. Final 
graduation honors listed 
on the transcript depend on 
the cumulative grade point 
average earned at the end of 
the semester when the degree 
requirements are satisfied. 

International pin denotes 
participation in one of 
Central’s semester long 
international, off-campus 
programs.

Luke Evan Ackermann
English
Gardnerville, Nevada

Noelia Magdalena 
Aguilera*
Business Management
Gilman, Iowa

Tyler Allen Ahrens
Sociology
Adel, Iowa

Chloe Cathryn Andersen
Communication Studies
Art
Audubon, Iowa

Alexa Marie Anderson
Psychology
Mount Ayr, Iowa

Bailey Lynn Anderson
Kinesiology
Jefferson, South Dakota
magna cum laude

Chase A. Appel
Computer Science
Grundy Center, Iowa

Eden C. Askelsen*
Business Management
Indianola, Iowa
summa cum laude

Haley Marie Bach
Accounting
Business Management
Council Bluffs, Iowa

Kira Lynn Baldu*
Biochemistry
Saint Ansgar, Iowa
summa cum laude

Nicholas Louis Bandy
Sociology
Dubuque, Iowa
cum laude

Lillianna Kaye Bardwell
English
Spanish
West Des Moines, Iowa
magna cum laude

Lucas Darin Bartachek
Accounting
Business Management
Waukee, Iowa
cum laude

Cordes Batchelder
Accounting
Des Moines, Iowa

Grant David Beach*
Elementary Education
Swisher, Iowa
cum laude

Emma Renee Beck
Biology
Holland, Iowa

Emily R. Beldock
Kinesiology
Lexington, South 
Carolina

Taylor J. Birks
Business Management
Adel, Iowa

Kiara James Bjornson
Psychology
Oskaloosa, Iowa

Allison Carmen Blad
Accounting
Fremont, Iowa
cum laude

Brendan Michael 
Bogaard
Business Management
Economics
Peoria, Arizona
magna cum laude

Amelia Ann Brown
Art
Musical Theatre
Prairie City, Iowa
magna cum laude
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Joseph J. Brown
Business Management
Norwalk, Iowa

Andrew James Bruno-
Willis
Strength and 
Conditioning
Adrian, Missouri

Kelby Thomas Burger*
Kinesiology
West Branch, Iowa

McKenna Lynn Burgess
Biochemistry
Biology
Waverly, Iowa

Aidan James Buske
History
Des Moines, Iowa
 
Austyn-Paulino K. Calo*
Psychology
Des Moines, Iowa

Jack Eugene Cannon
Business Management
Geneva, Illinois

Brooklynn Kendall 
Cassens
Elementary Education
Colorado Springs, 
Colorado

Lauren Elizabeth 
Christianson*
Social Science
Altoona, Iowa

Caylor Philip Clark
Kinesiology
Pleasantville, Iowa
cum laude

Cole Jeffery Clark
Business Management
Lisbon, Iowa
cum laude

Hunter Bradley Clemann
Psychology
Tama, Iowa
cum laude

Emory James Clements
Communication Studies
Grinnell, Iowa
cum laude

Kylie Anne Cline*
Psychology
Grinnell, Iowa

Grace Elizabeth Coates
Kinesiology
Marion, Iowa
magna cum laude

Nikolas Logan Coble
Social Science
Crawfordsville, Iowa

Nicholas Anthony 
Colavita
Kinesiology
Scottsdale, Arizona
cum laude

Mykenna Marie Cole
Kinesiology
Urbandale, Iowa
summa cum laude

Cael Anthony Cox
Engineering
Ankeny, Iowa
summa cum laude

Luke Crawford
Economics
Eldridge, Iowa
summa cum laude

Kenneth James Cronin
Accounting
Bloomfield, Iowa
summa cum laude

Sean Matthew Czajkowski
Kinesiology
Taylorville, Illinois

Kyla Michelle Daniel
Elementary Education
Grinnell, Iowa
cum laude

Isabel Grace Dasseos*
Kinesiology
Pella, Iowa

Hannah Rebecca Dau
Kinesiology
Biology
Paullina, Iowa
cum laude

Levi Lee De Vries
Computer Science
Centerville, Iowa

Sara Marie DeHaan*
Elementary Education
Cedar Falls, Iowa
summa cum laude

Duncan Ryan Delzell
Biochemistry
Burlington, Iowa

Luke Douglas 
DeMeulenaere
Business Management
Chelsea, Iowa

Abigail Elizabeth  
Den Adel*
Elementary Education
Ankeny, Iowa

Joshua Cole Dennison
Kinesiology
Romeoville, Illinois

Abby Danielle Determan
Social Science
Camanche, Iowa
magna cum laude

Benjamin Philip DeValk
Kinesiology
Solon, Iowa
magna cum laude
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Morgan Lilly Devereaux
Biology
Pocahontas, Iowa

Aiden Michael Doe
English
Bettendorf, Iowa
cum laude

Chloe Mae Dougherty
Kinesiology
Alleman, Iowa

Caleb Clyde Douglass*
Engineering
Windsor, Colorado
cum laude

Raegan Nicole Downing
Kinesiology
Muscatine, Iowa

Drake Warren Drish
Kinesiology
Fairfield, Iowa
cum laude

Jessica Rae Duffy
Communication Studies
Pleasant Hill, Iowa

J.D. Elefson
Strength and 
Conditioning
Ankeny, Iowa

Jack Thomas Enright
Musical Theatre
Ankeny, Iowa

Cory Phillip Fairbanks
Spanish
Marion, Iowa
cum laude

Cael Louis Fiderlein
Biology
Kinesiology
West Branch, Iowa
cum laude

Zachary Earl Fillmore
Kinesiology
Grinnell, Iowa

Evan Michael Fink
Business Management
Waterloo, Illinois

Ayden Jonah Fletcher
Business Management
Edmond, Oklahoma

Bryson Jamont Fraction
Kinesiology
Saint Louis, Missouri

Jack Leo Franey*
Elementary Education
Indianola, Iowa

Ashlee Grace Freymark
Spanish
Marion, Iowa

Lawsen Andrew Fuller
Kinesiology 
Roseville, California

Kenedie Skrovig 
Gabrielson*
Psychology
Belmond, Iowa
summa cum laude

Claire Marie George*
Business Management
Centerville, Iowa

Cally Jo Gibbs*
Elementary Education
Grinnell, Iowa
magna cum laude

Aubrey Ann Gibson
Kinesiology
Nevada, Iowa
magna cum laude

Madison A. Glick
Philosophy
Psychology
Altoona, Iowa

Hailey Lou Glover
Philosophy
Eldridge, Iowa
summa cum laude
Grant Wade Goodman
Kinesiology
Anchorage, Alaska

Lydia Catherine Grond*
Biochemistry
Hull, Iowa
magna cum laude

Jordan Manuel Groshek
Sociology
Onalaska, Wisconsin

Evan Anthony Hackett
Engineering
Tempe, Arizona

Kaleena Ann Hagen
Elementary Education
Tipton, Iowa
magna cum laude

Keleigh Jo Hall
Elementary Education
Keokuk, Iowa
magna cum laude

Abby Bryn Halverson
Psychology
Decorah, Iowa

Wesley Lawrence Hamor
Kinesiology
Tama, Iowa

Daysi Ray Harris
Sociology
Grinnell, Iowa

Silas Ian Harris
Political Science
Muscatine, Iowa

Brian Lee Hart*
Kinesiology
Norwalk, Iowa
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Jason Thomas Hart*
Communication Studies
Urbandale, Iowa

William D. Henricksen
Communication Studies
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Jason Richard Hermann
Business Management
Accounting
Stockton, Illinois
magna cum laude

Alexis Ann Hesse
Physics
Cedar Falls, Iowa

Gavin Michael Hierseman
Kinesiology
Biology
West Branch, Iowa
magna cum laude

Delia Genevieve Hintz
Elementary Education
Gilbert, Arizona
cum laude

Eva Mae Hoch*
Political Science
English
Norwalk, Iowa
magna cum laude

Gracie Pearl Hoffman
Biology
Albia, Iowa
magna cum laude

Lindsey Anne Hollibaugh
Kinesiology
Grinnell, Iowa

Emmy S. Holthe
English
Muscatine, Iowa
magna cum laude

Clark Andrew Hood
Psychology
Ankeny, Iowa

Kira Leanne Hooper
Biology
Hendersonville,  
North Carolina

Cooper Jeffery Houseman
Physics
Mesa, Arizona

Gunner John Hutton
Art
Business Management
Saint Charles, Iowa
magna cum laude

Brock J. Jackson
Chemistry
Runnells, Iowa

Gabriel Benjamin Jacobs
Kinesiology
Ottumwa, Iowa

Jadyn Paige Jacobs
Kinesiology
Psychology
Washington, Illinois
summa cum laude

Joseph Craig Jansen
Elementary Education
Pella, Iowa

Levi Daniel Janssen
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Sheffield, Iowa

Emma Rae Jensen
Kinesiology
Earlham, Iowa

Randolph Lee Jimenez, III
Business Management
Indianola, Iowa
magna cum laude

Abigail Lee Johnson
Kinesiology
Ankeny, Iowa
summa cum laude 

Aidan Kay Johnson
Elementary Education
Pella, Iowa
summa cum laude

Jack Oran Johnson
Business Management
Mount Pleasant, Iowa
summa cum laude

Veronica Ann Johnson
Spanish
Carroll, Iowa
summa cum laude

Taylor Lynn Jones
Kinesiology
Knoxville, Iowa

Allyssa Jeane Jubeck
Elementary Education
Lisbon, Iowa

Gwendolyn Faith Kahlke
Kinesiology
Blandinsville, Illinois
magna cum laude

Laci Marie Keen*
Accounting
Business Management
Sully, Iowa
cum laude

Lillian Rose Kern
Communication Studies
Lacona, Iowa

Brady David Ketchum
Business Management
Mount Vernon, Iowa

Anya Grace Kistenmacher
Kinesiology
Holstein, Iowa

Payton Mae Kizer
Kinesiology
Zwingle, Iowa
magna cum laude
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Peyton Dawn Koch
Kinesiology
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Patrick Michael Krapfl
Kinesiology
Ames, Iowa
cum laude

Zachary A. Kusper
Communication Studies
Orland Park, Illinois

William Gunnar Lacy
Engineering
Physics
Stone City, Iowa
magna cum laude

Karsyn Shae Lamm*
Biology
Mt Pleasant, Iowa
magna cum laude

Kenna Rae Lamm*
Business Management
Mt Pleasant, Iowa

Melanie Kate Lamont
Kinesiology
West Branch, Iowa

Shaffer Jeffery Landuyt
Communication Studies
Norwalk, Iowa
magna cum laude

Cooper Dean Langfelt
Business Management
Tabor, Iowa

Evan James Laraby
Kinesiology
Winter Park, Colorado
 
Jennifer Leigh Larson
Biochemistry
Johnston, Iowa
summa cum laude

Nathan R. Larson*
Communication Studies
Britt, Iowa

Emma Elizabeth Lenox*
Sociology
Fremont, Iowa

Kayla Brooke Lindquist
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Pecatonica, Illinois
cum laude

Lauren Elizabeth Litterer
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Biology
Lake View, Iowa
cum laude

Dylan Russell Little
Computer Science
Dexter, Iowa

Sophie Jo Lunning
Elementary Education
Mason City, Iowa
summa cum laude

Zoe Clare Lutz
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Council Bluffs, Iowa
cum laude

Eric James Malcom
History
Carroll, Iowa
magna cum laude

Coleman James Manuel
Biology
Erie, Colorado
magna cum laude

Chase Clark Martin
Information Systems
Port Saint Lucie, Florida

Gabriel Christian Matthias
Business Management
Knoxville, Iowa

Jordan B. Maynard
Computer Science
Milan, Illinois

Ashlea Christine 
McConville
Biology
Spanish
Ames, Iowa
magna cum laude

Cheyenne Lynn McDaniel
Elementary Education
Earlham, Iowa
summa cum laude

Andrew Lane McEvoy*
Engineering
Physics
Elburn, Illinois

Vanessa Ann McGuire
English
Pella, Iowa
cum laude

Lillie Ann McKee
Psychology
Mingo, Iowa

Alexah Nikol Mellenberger
Mathematics
New Glarus, Wisconsin
cum laude

Blake Andrew Meyer*
Accounting
Pella, Iowa
summa cum laude

Alexander Payton Miller
Kinesiology
Aurora, Illinois
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Travis James Mitchell
Communication Studies
Otley, Iowa

Gabrielle Danni Moore
Kinesiology
Waterloo, Iowa

Joslynn Whitney Moore
Kinesiology
Corning, Iowa
cum laude

Ryan Matthew Moore*
Kinesiology
Vinton, Iowa

Lane Walter Mueller
Strength and Conditioning
Griswold, Iowa
cum laude

Christian Devoe Murphy
Economics
Brentwood, Tennessee

Jackson Shane Murphy*
Economics
Carthage, Illinois

Ronan Keane Murphy
Computer Science
Des Moines, Iowa
cum laude

Grant Edward Nelson*
Kinesiology
Pella, Iowa
magna cum laude

Victor Michael Nop
Engineering
Physics
Huxley, Iowa
cum laude

Aidan J. Nosek
Economics
Business Management
Mount Vernon, Iowa

Seth David Olsen
Chemistry
Marion, Iowa

Trevor R. Orr
Business Management
Bloomington, Illinois

Reid Curtiss Pakkebier*
Business Management
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Addison Nichole Parrott
Psychology
Sociology
Danville, Iowa
magna cum laude

Mariah Marie Parton
Kinesiology
Ankeny, Iowa
cum laude

Kole Anthony Pedersen
Psychology
Cascade, Iowa

Kalli N. Peebler*
Biology
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Altoona, Iowa

Kaylee Marie Peiffer
Art
English
Packwood, Iowa
cum laude

Madilynn Peitzman
Art
Altoona, Iowa

Kayden Joel Pendergrass
Business Management
Mount Vernon, Iowa

Drew J. Peterson
Engineering
Mt Pleasant, Iowa
cum laude

Claire Elizabeth Pettit
Sociology
Fairfield, Iowa
summa cum laude

Carter Piagentini
English
Knoxville, Iowa
summa cum laude

Gracie Lee Pierson
Kinesiology
Lake City, Minnesota
cum laude

Jessica Rose Pospisil
Business Management
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
cum laude

Mikayla Annette 
Prendergast
Business Management
Prairie City, Iowa

Nichole Kay Purcell
Psychology
Eldridge, Iowa

Marshall John Quast
Actuarial Science
Information Systems
Whitewater, Colorado
magna cum laude

Brynn Nichole Randol
Accounting
Business Management
Pella, Iowa

Ethan David Reed
Kinesiology
Polk City, Iowa

Kynser Jo Reed
Kinesiology
Business Management
Melcher-Dallas, Iowa
cum laude
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Ana Marie Reese*
Business Management
Communication Studies
Urbandale, Iowa

Elizabeth Joy Reinhardt*
English
Rock Falls, Illinois
summa cum laude

Avery Juliana Rexroat
Biology
Macomb, Illinois
magna cum laude

Amber Lauren Reysack
Biology
Ankeny, Iowa

Chloe Suzanne Ristau
Accounting
Business Management
Denver, Iowa
summa cum laude

Emma Elizabeth Rocha
Psychology
Political Science
Franklin, Wisconsin

Morgan Renae Roelfs
Accounting
Ackley, Iowa
cum laude

Austin James Roos
Business Management
Atkins, Iowa

Eli Leo Rose
Kinesiology
Grinnell, Iowa

Colby James Sandholdt*
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Otley, Iowa

Amber C. Santana
Kinesiology
Indio, California

Mickayla Schlerman*
Accounting
Pella, Iowa
magna cum laude

Kalina Bree Schubert*
History
Sac City, Iowa
magna cum laude

Clayton James Scott
Strength and 
Conditioning
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Samantha Healy Scott
Kinesiology
Davenport, Iowa
magna cum laude

Savannah Rose Flack 
Sexton
Business Management
West Branch, Iowa
magna cum laude

Erin Elizabeth Shannon
History
Oskaloosa, Iowa

Emily Joann Shields*
Musical Theatre
Art
Arden Hills, Minnesota
magna cum laude

Wyatt James Shirley
Business Management
Taylorville, Illinois

Austin Reid Smith*
Kinesiology
Olathe, Kansas
cum laude

Bethany Grace Smith
Kinesiology
Peosta, Iowa
magna cum laude

Carlin Rae Smith
Psychology
Winterset, Iowa

Shadie May Spoon
Communication Studies
Eddyville, Iowa
cum laude

Rheiner W. Stahlbaum
Kinesiology
Johnston, Iowa 
 
Audrey Nicole Stoneberg
Sociology
Oskaloosa, Iowa

Parker Kadison Stout
Business Management
Lowden, Iowa

Carson Gerhard Sump
Computer Science
Grimes, Iowa

Collin Nicholas Swantz
Business Management
Mount Vernon, Iowa

Samuel Eugene Szondy*
Business Management
West Saint Paul, 
Minnesota

Alyson Pearl Tenney
Sociology
Albia, Iowa

Quinn Isabelle Thompson
Biology
Spanish
Huxley, Iowa

Kade Tippet
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Eldridge, Iowa

Colby Loren Tool
Business Management
Monroe, Iowa
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Josue Torres
Kinesiology
Osceola, Iowa
magna cum laude

Broderick Jameson Toth
Computer Science
Temecula, California

Sydney Ngan Tu*
Biology
West Des Moines, Iowa
cum laude

Jakie Francis John Uthe
Strength and 
Conditioning
Dumont, Iowa
magna cum laude

Rebecca Noelle Vala
Kinesiology
Omaha, Nebraska
magna cum laude

Olivia Ann Van Wyk
Elementary Education
Pella, Iowa

Noemi Michelle Vega
Communication Studies
Sociology
Osceola, Iowa
magna cum laude 

Luis Velazco
Computer Science
Scranton, Iowa

Anna Rebecca Venenga
Religious Studies
Philosophy
Washington, Iowa
summa cum laude

Tyson Cruz Vigil
Biology
Albuquerque,  
New Mexico

Docial Vleyee
Communication Studies
Des Moines, Iowa

Amber Rose Vroman*
Kinesiology
Seneca, Illinois
summa cum laude

Melanny Wadsworth
Art
New Market, Iowa

Emma Audree Wagler
Psychology
Biology
Windsor Heights, Iowa

Kallie Wallick
Psychology
Tipton, Iowa

Emily Virginia Wassink*
Psychology
Grants Pass, Oregon

Derek Allen Webster*
Biochemistry
Norwalk, Iowa
magna cum laude

Abigail Grace Westercamp*
English
Metamora, Illinois

Abigail Rose White
Mathematics
Computer Science
Centerville, Iowa

Andrew Jon Wilkins
Biology
Grinnell, Iowa
cum laude

Chase James Williamson
Kinesiology
Mt Pleasant, Iowa

Kylie Lahn Winkler
Accounting
Norwalk, Iowa
magna cum laude

Samantha Margaret Wirtz
English
Chippewa Falls,  
Wisconsin

Kyler Craig Yarnell
Accounting
Business Management
Morrison, Colorado

Kylie Lynn Young
Sociology
Guthrie Center, Iowa
cum laude

Carson James Zeitler
Business Management
Milton, Iowa

Carson Zitlow
Accounting
De Soto, Kansas

Emma Grace Zwank*
English
Communication Studies
Mason City, Iowa
summa cum laude
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Legacy Students

Pinning of the Class

We continue the tradition at Central College to welcome our graduates into 
the family of alumni. On graduation day, every member of the class recieves an 
alumni pin. After leaving our campus and going out to make a difference in the 
world, whenever alumni meet and one is without a pin, alumni are encouraged 
to give their pin to the person without one. Upon request, Central College 
will replace the pin of the one who generously shared. In this manner, the 
relationships between Central College alumni will continue to expand over space 
and time as the number and presence of Central pins continue to expand across 
the globe.

* Legacy students are the children of proud Central College alumni. We are honored 
to be part of their family tradition and grateful to include these multiple generations 
of Dutch alumni in our Central family.

The Senior Class Gift is a longstanding Central College tradition in which 
the class members join our philanthropic community by supporting a campus 
improvement or program that is meaningful to them. The Class of 2025 voted to 
add a Smith Machine Squat Rack for the Maytag Student Center.
 
The committee members of the Senior Class Gift are:
Lillianna Kaye Bardwell
Dominic J. DeLaPaz
Caleb Clyde Douglass
Daysi Ray Harris
Lindsey Anne Hollibaugh
Emma Grace Zwank

Senior Class Gift
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Senior Honors Thesis 2024-25

Hailey Lou Glover
Philosophy
“On Cosmopolitanism”
First Reader: Anna Christensen, 
Assistant Professor of Philosophy
Second Reader: Timothy Olin,  
Associate Professor of History

Aidan Kay Johnson
Education
“The Correlation Between 
Socioeconomic Status and Special 
Education”
First Reader: Tammy Strawser,  
Instructor of Education
Second Reader: Jennifer Diers,  
Associate Professor of Education

Anna Rebecca Venenga
Religious Studies
“The Return of Creation to Its Creator: 
Origen of Alexandria’s Doctrine of 
Apokatastasis”
First Reader: Elena Vishnevskaya, 
Professor of Religion
Second Reader: Mark Thomas,  
Associate Professor of Philosophy

The Emerging Scholars Program presents academically high-achieving students with 
the opportunity to grow as intellectuals within a community of peers and to forge 
important mentoring relationships with faculty. Emerging Scholars complete required 
interdisciplinary seminars, focused course enrichments and a capstone senior honors 
thesis. Students who complete the program graduate with honors.
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Bailey Lynn Anderson
Eden C. Askelsen
Kira Lynn Baldus
Lillianna Kaye Bardwell
Amelia Ann Brown
Mykenna Marie Cole
Cael Anthony Cox
Luke Crawford
Kenneth James Cronin
Sara Marie DeHaan
Abby Danielle Determan
Benjamin Philip DeValk
Kenedie Skrovig Gabrielson
Cally Jo Gibbs
Aubrey Ann Gibson
Hailey Lou Glover
Keleigh Jo Hall
Gavin Michael Hierseman
Eva Mae Hoch

Emmy S. Holthe
Gunner John Hutton
Jadyn Paige Jacobs
Randolph Lee Jimenez, III
Abigail Lee Johnson
Aidan Kay Johnson
Jack Oran Johnson
Veronica Ann Johnson
Gwendolyn Faith Kahlke
William Gunnar Lacy
Karsyn Shae Lamm
Jennifer Leigh Larson
Sophie Jo Lunning
Ashlea Christine McConville
Cheyenne Lynn McDaniel
Blake Andrew Meyer
Gabrielle Danni Moore
Addison Nichole Parrott
Claire Elizabeth Pettit

Carter Piagentini
Marshall John Quast
Elizabeth Joy Reinhardt
Avery Juliana Rexroat
Chloe Suzanne Ristau
Mickayla  Schlerman
Kalina Bree Schubert
Samantha Healy Scott
Savannah Rose Flack Sexton
Jakie Francis John Uthe
Rebecca Noelle Vala
Noemi Michelle Vega
Anna Rebecca Venenga
Amber Rose Vroman
Derek Allen Webster
Kylie Lahn Winkler
Emma Grace Zwank

Alpha Zeta Mu (graduating members)

Membership is awarded to students who are full-time students, have completed 
at least three semesters at Central College and who have achieved a minimum 
cumulative grade point average of 3.8 on a 4.0 scale.

Bailey Lynn Anderson
Gunner John Hutton
Randolph Lee Jimenez, III
Jennifer Leigh Larson
Nathan R. Larson
Savannah Rose Flack Sexton, Student Body President

Student Senate (graduating members)

Allison Carmen Blad
Hunter Bradley Clemann
Raegan Nicole Downing
Drake Warren Drish
Abby Bryn Halverson
Wesley Lawrence Hamor
Alexis Ann Hesse
Gracie Pearl Hoffman
Gunner John Hutton

Brock J. Jackson
Lillian Rose Kern
Peyton Dawn Koch
William Gunnar Lacy 
Lillie Ann McKee
Lane Walter Mueller
Addison Nichole Parrott
Kaylee Marie Peiffer
Carter Piagentini

Kynser Jo Reed
Elizabeth Joy Reinhardt
Shadie May Spoon
Noemi Michelle Vega
Melanny Wadsworth
Thea L. Wisse
Kyler Craig Yarnell
Kylie Lynn Young

Alpha Alpha Alpha (graduating members)

Membership is awarded to students who have completed at least 36 credit hours 
toward a degree, have an overall GPA of at least 3.2 on a 4.0 scale and neither of 
the student’s parents, step-parents or legal guardians have completed a bachelor’s 
degree. Central is the first college in Iowa to have a chapter of Alpha Alpha Alpha.
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Student Awards

Biology
	 Biology Senior Award
		  Avery Juliana Rexroat 2025
	 John Bowles Biology Award
		  Lauren Elizabeth Litterer 2025
		  Kayla Brooke Lindquist 2025

Chemistry
	 Analytical Chemistry Award
		  Lydia Catherine Grond 2025
	 Art Bosch Chemistry Award
		  Duncan Ryan Delzell 2025
	 Biochemistry Award
		  Jennifer Leigh Larson 2022
	 Chemistry Senior Award
		  Kira Lynn Baldus 2025
	 Freshman Award in Chemistry
		  Jennifer Leigh Larson 2022
	 Inorganic Chemistry Award
		  Brock J. Jackson 2025
		  Derek Allen Webster 2024
	 Organic Chemistry Award
		  McKenna Lynn Burgess 2025
	 Physical Chemistry Award
		  Kira Lynn Baldus 2024
		  Seth David Olsen 2025

Communications Studies
	 C.A. & Frances L. DeBruin Award
		  Emma Grace Zwank 2025

Economics, Accounting & Management 	
	 Business Management Award
		  Jack Oran Johnson 2025
		  Savannah Rose Sexton 2025
	 Butler Scholar in Economics Award
		  Brendan Michael Bogaard 2025
	

	

Economics, Accounting and Management 	
	 Department's Outstanding Leadership and 	
	 Service Award
		  Laci Marie Keen 2025
	 Robert J. Maurer Accounting
		  Kylie Lahn Winkler 2025
	 The Institute for Management Accountants 	
	 Award
		  Lucas Darin Bartachek 2025
	 The Iowa Society of C.P.A.'s Award
		  Mickayla Schlerman 2025

Education
	 Barbara Dieleman Award for Excellence in 	
	 Elementary Education
		  Cheyenne L McDaniel 2025
	 Bruce and Susan Berical Anderson Education 	
	 Grant
		  Kyla Michelle Daniel 2025
		  Sara Marie DeHaan 2024
		  Abigail Elizabeth Den Adel 2025
		  Kaleena Ann Hagen 2025
		  Delia Genevieve Hintz 2025
		  Joseph Craig Jansen 2025
		  Aidan Kay Johnson 2024
		  Allyssa Jeane Jubeck 2025
		  Cheyenne Lynn McDaniel 2025
		  Olivia Ann Van Wyk 2024
		  Thea L. Wisse 2025
	 Joyce Huizer Award for Excellence in 		
	 Elementary Education
		  Riley Ann Davidson 2025
	 Lee Collins Award for Excellence in 		
	 Elementary Education
		  Aidan Kay Johnson 2025

English
	 Calliope Award
		  Carter Piagentini 2025
	 Steve & Joyce Bell Excellence in Journalism 	
	 Award
		  Jessica Rae Duffy 2025
		  Shaffer Jeffery Landuyt 2024

	 Julia Van Houweling Award
		  Kenneth James Cronin 2025

	 John Allen Writing Award for Synaptic
		  Melanny Wadsworth 2023

ALL-COLLEGE

DEPARTMENTAL
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Environmental Studies
	 Anya Z. Butt Environmental Studies Award
		  Kayla Brooke Lindquist 2025
	 Outstanding Environmental Science Award
		  Lauren Elizabeth Litterer 2025
	 Outstanding Environmental Sustainability 	
	 Award
		  Lauren Elizabeth Litterer 2025
		  Zoe Clare Lutz 2025

Humanities
	 The Vander Lugt-Voss Scholarship Fund 	
	 and Prizes in the Humanities - English
		  Eva Mae Hoch 2025
	 The Vander Lugt-Voss Scholarship Fund 	
	 and Prizes in the Humanities - History
		  Kalina Bree Schubert 2025
	 The Vander Lugt-Voss Scholarship Fund 	
	 and Prizes in the Humanities - Philosophy/ 	
	 Religion
		  Hailey Lou Glover 2025
  
Kinesiology
	 John Roslien Endowed Scholarship
		  Hannah Rebecca Dau 2024
		  Anya Grace Kistenmacher 2024
	 Verle Rinehart Award
		  Rebecca Noelle Vala 2025
	
Pre-Law
	 Mock Trial MVP Award			 
		  Allyssa Jeane Jubeck 2025

Mathematics/Computer Science
	 Henry W. Pietenpol Award
		  Alexah Nikol Mellenberger 2024

Modern Languages
	 Denise Murray Award in French
		  Cory Phillip Fairbanks 2025
		  Anna Rebecca Venenga 2025
	 Jim Graham Award for Academic 		
	 Excellence in Spanish
		  Lillianna Kaye Bardwell 2025
	 Martha Betancourt Prize for Departmental 	
	 Excellence and Service in Spanish
		  Cory Phillip Fairbanks 2025

Philosophy/Religion
	 Henry G. Eggink Award
		  Anna Rebecca Venenga 2025

Physics
	 Richard J. Mentink Award
		  William Gunnar Lacy 2025

Political Science
	 Pi Sigma Alpha Political Science Award
	 	 Eva Mae Hoch 2025
	 Political Science Award
		  Kylie Lahn Winkler 2023

Sociology/Anthropology
	 Gordon F. De Jong Senior Award
		  Alysha Marie Coyle 2024
		  Claire Elizabeth Pettit 2025
		  Noemi Michelle Vega 2025
	 Megan Sloss Award
		  Claire Elizabeth Pettit 2025
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Prins Sportsmanship Award
	 Coleman James Manuel 2024

Ron Schipper Leadership Award
	 Grant Edward Nelson 2024

Marjorie Giles Student Life Leadership Award
	 Anya Grace Kistenmacher 2024

Women’s Basketball
	 Most Valuable Player Award
		  Abigail Lee Johnson 2023-24
	 Offensive Player of the Year Award
		  Abigail Lee Johnson 2022-23, 2023-24, 	
		  2024-25
	 Defensive Player of the Year Award
		  Gabrielle Danni Moore 2023-24, 
		  2024-25
	 Newcomer of the Year Award
		  Samantha Healy Scott 2022-23
	 Most Improved Player Award
		  Hannah Rebecca Dau 2022-23
	 Gary Dirksen Achievement Award
		  Abigail Lee Johnson 2024-25

Men’s Cross Country
	 Most Valuable Performer Award
		  Derek Allen Webster 2024
	 Outstanding Newcomer Award
		  Randolph Lee Jimenez, III 2021
	 Most Improved Performer Award
		  Derek Allen Webster 2022

Women’s Cross Country
	 Most Valuable Performer Award
			  Addison Nichole Parrott 2024
	 Outstanding Newcomer Award
			  Addison Nichole Parrott 2021
	 Most Improved Performer Award
			  Kira Leanne Hooper 2023
	 Dutch Spirit Award
			  Eva Mae Hoch 2023

Football
	 Heerema-Schilder Most Valuable 		
	 Performer Blanket
	 Reid Curtiss Pakkebier 2024
	 Richard J. Mentink Award
	 Grant Edward Nelson 2024
	 Lankelma-Menning Award
		  Reid Curtiss Pakkebier 2022
	 Brian O’Donnell Award
		  Grant Edward Nelson 2021
	 P.H. Kuyper Award
		  Caylor Phillip Clark, 2024
		  Collin Nicholas Swantz, 2024
	 Bruce Wendt Award
		  Kade Tippet, 2024

Men’s Golf
	 Golden Putter Most Improved Player Award 
	 Kayden Joel Pendergrass 2024

Women’s Golf
	 Maurine Timmer Most Valuable Player 	
	 Award
		  Lydia Catherine Grond 2024 
Most Improved Player Award
		  Parker Kadison Stout 2022, 2024
	 Outstanding Attitude Award
		  Sophie Jo Lunning 2023

Men’s Soccer
	 Most Improved Player Award
		  Evan Anthony Hackett 2022
	 Most Inspirational Player Award
		  Lucas Darin Bartachek, 2024
	 Newcomer of the Year Award
		  Joseph J. Brown, 2021

Women’s Soccer
	 Most Valuable Player Award
		  Grace Elizabeth Coates 2023
Most Improved Player Award
		  Emma Grace Zwank 2022
Most Inspirational Player Award
		  Emma Grace Zwank 2022, 2023
Outstanding Newcomer Award
		  Grace Elizabeth Coates 2021

ATHLETICS
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Softball
	 LeRoy Timmer Most Valuable Player 	
	 Award
		  Haley Marie Bach 2024
	 LeRoy Timmer Most Inspirational Player 	
	 Award
		  Emma Elizabeth Lenox 2024
	 Most Improved Player Award
		  Mariah Marie Parton 2024
	 Newcomer of the Year Award
		  Haley Marie Bach 2022
		  Emma Renee Beck 2023
	 Offensive Player of the Year Award
		  Haley Marie Bach 2023

Men’s Tennis
	 De Haan Most Valuable Player Award
		  Andrew Jon Wilkins 2024
	 Hardest Worker Award
		  Ayden Jonah Fletcher 2023

Women’s Tennis
	 Hardest Worker Award
		  Keleigh Jo Hall 2023
	 Bogaard Most Improved Player Award 
		  Nichole Kay Purcell 2023

Men’s Track and Field
	 Most Valuable Newcomer Award
		  Reid Curtiss Pakkebier 2022

ATHLETICS

Women’s Track and Field
	 Most Improved Performer Award
		  Sara Marie DeHaan 2023
		  Amber Rose Vroman 2023

Women’s Triathlon
	 Teammate of the Year Award
		  Taylor Lynn Jones 2023
	 Newcomer of the Year Award
		  Sophie Jo Lunning 2023
	 Most Improved Award
		  Sophie Jo Lunning 2023

Volleyball
	 Jamie Hill Most Valuable Player Award
		  Avery Juliana Rexroat 2023
	 Hustle Award
		  Gwendolyn Faith Kahlke 2024
	 Academic Award
		  Emma Audree Wagler 2024
		  Avery Juliana Rexroat 2023
	 Leadership Award
		  Avery Juliana Rexroat 2024
		  Gwendolyn Faith Kahlke 2024

Men’s Wrestling
	 Most Improved Wrestler Award
		  Colby Loren Tool 2022-23
	 Most Valuable Newcomer Award
		  Cael Anthony Cox 2021-22
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Parent Council

CLASS OF 2025
Sara Aguilera ’99
Noelia Magdalena Aguilera ’25
Gilman, Iowa

Brian ’95 and Karen Ellingson Ahrens ’96
Tyler Allen Ahrens ’25
Adel, Iowa

Brandon ’98 and Aanna Hanson Hoch ’98 
Eva Mae Hoch ’25 and Ruby ’27
Norwalk, Iowa

Scot and Jen Larson Lamm ’98
Karsyn Shae Lamm ’25 and Kenna Lamm ’26
Mount Pleasant, Iowa

Parent council members who have students graduating today are:

Central Employee Parents of the Class of 2025

Norman and Lucinda Blad
Allison Carmen Blad ’25

Steve and Carol Jeppesen Dasseos ’78
Isabel Grace Dasseos ’25

Brian and Kimberley Glick
Madison A. Glick ’25

Gary and Margaret Fisher Schlerman ’02
Mickayla  Schlerman ’25

Dan and Renae Tool
Colby Loren Tool ’25
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Adam Gregg is the president and CEO of the Iowa Bankers Association. His career reflects 
extensive public service, most notably as the Lieutenant Governor of Iowa from 2017 to 
2024. He was elected chairman of the National Lieutenant Governors Association, and led 
numerous initiatives including the Empower Rural Iowa Initiative and the Feeding Iowans 
Task Force. 

Prior to being chosen as lieutenant governor, Gregg served as the State Public Defender 
from 2014 to 2017. From 2013 to 2014, Gregg was the legislative liaison and policy advisor 
for Governor Terry Branstad, and in 2014 he was the Republican nominee for attorney 
general. Prior to joining the governor’s office, he practiced at the BrownWinick law firm in 
Des Moines.  

Gregg graduated in 2009 with high honors from Drake University Law School, where he 
received the institution’s prestigious Opperman Scholarship. Gregg earned his B.A. from 
Central College in 2006, graduating first in his class with degrees in political science and 
history. Gregg’s experience at Central College included playing football for the Dutch, 
internships with the U.S. Department of Defense, U.S. Congress and United Kingdom 
Parliament. 

Gregg is a graduate of West Sioux High School and a native of Hawarden, Iowa. He resides 
in Urbandale with his wife, Cari, and their children Jackson and Lauren. 

 

Commencement Speaker: Adam Gregg ’06




