
May 16, 2026



2

 
Congratulations, members of the Central College Class of 2026! Your perseverance

and dedication to your education has been inspiring to watch throughout your 
time here. And, with determination, you were unwavering in what success would 

look like for you. With every turn of the sun, the world changes. You have adapted 
to new realities, and you stand here today ready to make a difference in the world.

 
Today is called “Commencement” because it marks a new beginning. This celebration
recognizes your hard work and dedication — and signals the beginning of your life 

as a Central alumnus. Because of you, there is hope in the world today.  
As you take your much-anticipated walk across the stage,  

know you matter to us — always have, always will. We want you  
to be as excited about what comes next as we are for you!

 
Now is the time to go forth and do great things, Central College Class of 2026. 

We see you. We believe in you. We are here for you. We are Forever Dutch®! 
 

Love,
Central College

2026
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WELCOME!
WE’RE HAPPY TO CELEBRATE 

THE CLASS OF 2026

Commencement Ceremony Procedures and Information

++ �There will not be access to the Commencement stage for photos 
during the ceremony. A professional photographer will take 
photos of all graduates as they cross the stage. The photos will 
be available for purchase at a later date.

 
++ �Please hold your applause until the end so all families can hear 

their student’s name. 

++ �Restrooms are located on the east side of Ron and Joyce Schipper 
Stadium under the bleachers and inside H.S. Kuyper Fieldhouse.

++ ��In the event of inclement weather, alert information will be 
available at central.edu, facebook.com/centralcollege, Instagram 
@centralcollege or on KNIA-KRLS 92.1.

   

®
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Commencement Ceremony

Saturday, May 16, 2026 ✦ 10 a.m.
Ron and Joyce Schipper Stadium ✦ Central College ✦ Pella, Iowa

* Processional	  
“Pomp and Circumstance” 
Edward Elgar, Composer

* National Anthem	    
“The Star-Spangled Banner” 
Ezekiel Joseph McCarty ’26 

* Invocation	
Rev. Joe Brummel 
College Chaplain

Welcome and Recognitions
Mark L. Putnam, Ed.D.
President
   
Honorary Degree, 
Doctor of Science
Mike Main ’87, M.D. 
Cardiologist

Presented by Mary E.M. Strey, Ph.D.
Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Address
Mike Main ’87, M.D.
“Invest for Success”

Presentation of 
Candidates for Degrees
Baccalaureate Degrees
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Science
Class of 2026
Mary E.M. Strey, Ph.D.
Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Welcome Class of 2026 
Aaron Roerdink ’97, Ph.D.
Dean of the Faculty

Concluding Remarks

* Benediction		
Rev. Joe Brummel 
College Chaplain
	
* “The Lord Bless You”
E. Fred Morris, Composer	  
Central College A Cappella Choir

* Recessional	
“Barnum and Bailey’s Favorite”  
Karl L. King, Composer
The USAF Heritage of America Band

* Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
Faculty Marshal:  
Jon Witt, Ph.D.  
Professor of Sociology

Senior Marshal: 
Terry Kleven, Ph.D.  
Professor of Religious Studies and Dr. Jacob 
and Gela Schnucker Sessler Chair in  
Philosophy and Religion

Student Marshals:  
Cashen Renwick Thompson ’27 

Faith Noelle Bandstra ’28



2026 Graduates

5

Students who achieve a 
cumulative grade point 
average (GPA) of at least 
3.500 may be recommended 
by the faculty for 
commencement distinctions. 
Honors recognition is based 
on cumulative grade point 
average using Central 
College semester credits 
earned (minimum 60 
semester hours). Honors 
recognition for degree 
candidates is given according 
to the following scale:

summa cum laude
3.900 to 4.000
magna cum laude 
3.700 to 3.899
cum laude
3.500 to 3.699

The cumulative grade point 
average earned after the 
previous fall semester is 
used to determine the honors 
listed in this program, and 
eligible students are wearing 
gold honor cords. Final 
graduation honors listed 
on the transcript depend on 
the cumulative grade point 
average earned at the end of 
the semester when the degree 
requirements are satisfied. 

International pin denotes 
participation in one of 
Central’s semester long 
international, off-campus 
programs.

Noah Joseph Allen
Business Management
Newton, Iowa
cum laude

Dade T. Altman
Accounting
Business Management
Solon, Iowa

Claire Elizabeth Anderson
Communication Studies
Dayton, Iowa

Alec L. Anderson-Conlon
Psychology
Madison, Wisconsin
summa cum laude

Spencer A. Angell
Accounting
Marion, Iowa

Ryan Thomas Anhalt
Business Management
Oswego, Illinois

Lindsay Leigh Armour
Biology
Ely, Iowa
cum laude

Pierre J. Baldwin
Strength and 
Conditioning
Carol Stream, Illinois

Caelin Nerys Barbour*
History
Political Science
Forest City, Iowa

Rachel Elizabeth Barton
Physics
Des Moines, Iowa
magna cum laude

Macy Kristine Beermann
Business Management
Communication Studies
Norwalk, Iowa
summa cum laude

Derek Hayden Beiner
Business Management
Newton, Iowa

Elijah William Belzer
Strength and 
Conditioning
Wapello, Iowa
summa cum laude

Esther Pearl Belzer
Information Systems
Pella, Iowa
magna cum laude

Grace Marie Benson
English
Newton, Iowa
summa cum laude

Emma Millicent Benz
Spanish
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
summa cum laude

Kaitlyn Rowena Bloom*
Elementary Education
Newton, Iowa
magna cum laude

Tessa Marie Bly
Sociology
Johnstown, Colorado 
summa cum laude

Lucas Ryan Board
Religious Studies
Crescent, Iowa

Olivia Grace Bohlen*
Kinesiology
Belle Plaine, Iowa
summa cum laude

Leah Paige Bontrager
Kinesiology
Wellman, Iowa
cum laude
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Padriac Bozik
Kinesiology
Davenport, Iowa
magna cum laude

Ashlynn Kay Brackett
Accounting
Business Management
Altoona, Iowa

Seth R. Brader
Sociology
Fairfield, Iowa

Cale Bradley
Engineering
Traer, Iowa

Owen Nyle Brase
Psychology
Mount Vernon, Iowa
summa cum laude

Keilah Vivian Brewer
Communication Studies
English
Boone, Iowa
summa cum laude

Alaina Dianne Bunde
Elementary Education
Guthrie Center, Iowa
summa cum laude

Sydney Ida Buseman*
Elementary Education
Hampton, Iowa
magna cum laude

Alexandre-Nea'teva 
Aurellano Calo*
Computer Science
Des Moines, Iowa
cum laude

Asa Daniel Canny
History
Political Science
Ottumwa, Iowa

Kylie Rae Carstens
Psychology
Lake City, Iowa

Somerset Azaria Chapel
Psychology
Pella, Iowa

Anna Beth Childerston
Business Management
Pella, Iowa
summa cum laude

Colton Michael Comstock*
Accounting
Business Management
Hedrick, Iowa
summa cum laude

Allen Leslie Cook IV
Accounting
Ottumwa, Iowa
cum laude

Sheldon Wayne Coover
Kinesiology
Belle Plaine, Iowa

Andrew John Cottington
Computer Science
Pella, Iowa
summa cum laude

Andrew Glenn Cotty
Accounting
Business Management
Geneseo, Illinois
magna cum laude

Madison LaAnn Craig
Biology
Solon, Iowa
cum laude

Colbe Caleb Cruz
English
Ankeny, Iowa

Ellah Muriel Cuvelier
Business Management
Shell Rock, Iowa

Justin Dallas
Kinesiology
Dixon, Illinois

Cohen Thomas Darsee
Accounting
Urbandale, Iowa

Mackenzie Rene Davidson
Computer Science
Pella, Iowa

Erin Elizabeth Dederich
Kinesiology
McLean, Illinois
magna cum laude

Dominic J. DeLaPaz
Business Management
Davenport, Iowa

Spencer John DeMarco
Communication Studies
Des Moines, Iowa

Benjamin James 
DeMeulenaere
Business Management
Chelsea, Iowa
summa cum laude

Kael Bradley Dircks
History
Lowden, Iowa

Thomas Justin DiSessa*
Accounting
Business Management
La Grange Pk, Illinois

Ena Kweku Asafo Dorcoo
Kinesiology
Joliet, Illinois
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Zachary Steven Marcus 
Doster
Art
Mount Ayr, Iowa

Kalen Scott Downey
Accounting
Business Management
Clarinda, Iowa
cum laude

Sebastian P. Duarte
Business Management
Spring, Texas

Zoe Madeline Duggan
Kinesiology
Scottsdale, Arizona

Brayden Anthony Duinink
Music
Pella, Iowa
magna cum laude

Andrea Leigh Dvorak
Sociology
Clutier, Iowa
magna cum laude

Sabryn Clarise Egli
Communication Studies
Saint Charles, Iowa
magna cum laude

Mya Kate Ehresman*
Business Management
Communication Studies
Huxley, Iowa
summa cum laude

Cassandra Diane Elliott
Psychology
Cumming, Iowa
magna cum laude

Kalvin Lane Erickson
Business Management
Meeteetse, Wyoming
cum laude

Michael Lee Esquivel, Jr.
Kinesiology
Aurora, Illinois

Kathryn Jeanne Fairchild
Communication Studies
Spanish
Eddyville, Iowa

Jadyn Olivia Filling
Business Management
Ankeny, Iowa

Alysa Rose Flug
Biochemistry
Council Bluffs, Iowa

William Allen Flug*
Religious Studies
Waukee, Iowa
summa cum laude

Alexander Jay Foran
Accounting
Business Management
Audubon, Iowa

Hogan Christopher 
Franey*
Kinesiology
Indianola, Iowa

Katelyn Kay Freeman
Economics
Spanish
Mathematics
Castle Rock, Colorado
magna cum laude

Sophia Leann Fritz
English
Brighton, Iowa
magna cum laude

Gabrielle Rose Fye*
Biology
Brooklyn, Iowa
cum laude

Alex Robert Gast
English
Council Bluffs, Iowa
summa cum laude

Micah George Giesen
Chemistry
North Aurora, Illinois

Keegan Jack Glover
Kinesiology
Benton, Illinois

Abigail Lynn Bernice 
Goering
Elementary Education
Saint Charles, Iowa
summa cum laude

Ethan Daniel Gordon
Accounting
Business Management
Knoxville, Iowa

Clay Chase Grandia
Business Management
History
Oskaloosa, Iowa
cum laude

Kaylee Reann Grant*
Kinesiology
Conrad, Iowa

Mary Theresa Gustason*
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Marion, Iowa

Bryce Caden Haessig
Business Management
Huxley, Iowa

Avery Faith Hall
Kinesiology
Lucas, Iowa
cum laude
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Carter Cameron Hall
Computer Science
Lisbon, Iowa

Mielye Joy Hardersen
Biology
McConnell, Illinois

Tyler David Harms
Business Management
Grimes, Iowa

Ashli Renae Harn*
Biology
Kinesiology
Waverly, Iowa
cum laude

Trenton Aaron Harper
Actuarial Science
Cumming, Iowa
cum laude

Alec J. Harris
Business Management
Long Grove, Iowa

Grace Suzanne Harvey
Music Education-Vocal
Pleasant Hill, Iowa
cum laude

Hayden Joseph Hearne
Strength and 
Conditioning
Urbandale, Iowa

Pril Serene Heartfell*
Psychology
South Amana, Iowa
 
Angelina Rose Hemphill
Communication Studies
Business Management
Ankeny, Iowa
magna cum laude

Victoria Diane Henry
Communication Studies
Osceola, Iowa

Jacob Ray Hiemstra
Business Management
Pleasantville, Iowa

Hannah Elizabeth Higgins*
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Biology
Macomb, Illinois
magna cum laude

Dylan Ray Hill
Business Management
Des Moines, Iowa

Hayden Edwin Hoffman
Business Management
Indianola, Iowa

Hunter Thomas Hoffman
Engineering
Physics
Pecatonica, Illinois

Katelyn Marie Hofmaster
Biology
North English, Iowa
magna cum laude

Kevin Patrick Hogan
Business Management
Monee, Illinois

Lincoln Heath Holub
Business Management
Mount Vernon, Iowa

Davis James Hovey
Business Management
Littleton, Colorado

Leah Susan Howard
Kinesiology
Auburn, New York

James Dean Huisman*
Accounting
Information Systems
Treynor, Iowa

Bailey Jordyn Huizenga
Kinesiology
Colona, Illinois
summa cum laude

Quin Hull
Music Education-Vocal
Ottumwa, Iowa
magna cum laude

Trey Nicholas Hull
Computer Science
Music
Ottumwa, Iowa

Grant Joseph Humphrey
Music Education-Vocal
Pella, Iowa
magna cum laude

Lauren Grace Husz
Art
Hampton, Iowa
summa cum laude

Gage Wayne Huyser*
Business Management
Pella, Iowa
magna cum laude

Ella Juliana Janecek
Sociology
Wayland, Iowa

Baylie Anne Janssen
Communication Studies
Story City, Iowa

Lauren Ellen Johnsen
History
Geneseo, Illinois 
 
Cole Martin Johnson
Strength and Conditioning
Norwalk, Iowa
cum laude

Noah James Johnson*
Engineering
Sully, Iowa
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Scott David Johnson
Business Management
Psychology
Melcher-Dallas, Iowa
cum laude

Cole Eugene Jorgenson
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Sidney, Iowa

Eli J. Kading
Accounting
Business Management
Casey, Iowa

Colleen Courtney Kenney
Psychology
Taylor Ridge, Illinois

Mark Dana Kenney
Engineering
Physics
Fennimore, Wisconsin

Elizabeth Grace Kerns*
Biology
Chariton, Iowa

Jayden Nicole Kissack
Business Management
Accounting
Clinton, Iowa

Nathan W. Kolesar
Kinesiology
Victor, Iowa

Darius Darshan Kouang
Business Management
Pella, Iowa

Keely Catherine Krambeer*
Communication Studies
Wadena, Iowa
summa cum laude

Jaden James Kramer
Business Management
Cedar Falls, Iowa

Adison Geneva Krichau
Elementary Education
Pleasantville, Iowa
summa cum laude

Benjamin Andres Krogstad
Spanish
Pella, Iowa
cum laude

Annika Jane Kruse
Elementary Education
Solon, Iowa
summa cum laude

Jeremiah Timothy LaFleur
Kinesiology
Bondurant, Iowa
magna cum laude

Luciana Hope Laidlaw
Music Education-
Instrumental
Pella, Iowa
summa cum laude

Parker Lee Lawrence
Kinesiology
Maxwell, Iowa
magna cum laude

Jonathon Lennie
Business Management
Moulton, Iowa

Christopher Daniel Little
History
Sociology
Des Moines, Iowa

Madeline Kathleen 
MacGregor
Music Education-Vocal
Macomb, Illinois
summa cum laude

Jenna Mitsuko Mahoney
Kinesiology
Aomori, Japan

Wyatt Allen Mairet
Business Management
Lorimor, Iowa

Alejo Marcon
Business Management
Resistencia, Chaco 
Argentina
cum laude

Sophia Mae Mason
Strength and 
Conditioning
Pleasantville, Iowa

Rachel Jeanette Masters
Communication Studies
Lisbon, Iowa

Holly Kimberly Mattes
Kinesiology
Adel, Iowa
summa cum laude

Georgia Kate Matthews
Elementary Education
Windsor Heights, Iowa
cum laude

Ezekiel Joseph McCarty
Music
Ames, Iowa

Sam Michael McClintock
Business Management
Bondurant, Iowa

Emily Louise McMartin*
Elementary Education
Pella, Iowa
summa cum laude

Nathan Tyler McWilliams*
Biology
Psychology
Mt Pleasant, Iowa
summa cum laude
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Gunner Ralph James Meyer
Psychology
Fairbank, Iowa
cum laude

Nolan Michael Meyer
Business Management
Bondurant, Iowa

Abigail Marie Miller
Elementary Education
Winfield, Iowa
magna cum laude

Annaliese Joanne Miller*
Business Management
Indianola, Iowa
cum laude

Grant Lewis Miller
Biology
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Norwalk, Iowa

Mateusz Mariusz Mindowicz
Engineering
Physics
Northlake, Illinois
cum laude

Morgan Ann Mineart
Biology
Earlham, Iowa

Tyler Joseph Moon
Accounting
Business Management
Storm Lake, Iowa
cum laude

Grant William Morgan
Communication Studies
Norwalk, Iowa

Thomas James Morlan
Mathematics
Tiffin, Iowa
cum laude

Katherine Ann Morrison*
Biochemistry
Waukee, Iowa
summa cum laude

Rachel Elizabeth Mullennax
Elementary Education
Glenwood, Iowa

Collin Eugene Mumford
Business Management
Adair, Iowa

Redmond James Murphy
Business Management
Chicago, Illinois

Prashanthi Naidoo
Biology
Johannesburg, South Africa
cum laude

Aurora Kristine Nehring
Business Management
Newton, Iowa

Gavin Ryan Nolan
Strength and Conditioning
North Aurora, Illinois

Kyle Edward Norton
Kinesiology
Vancouver, Washington

Gabriel James Orris
Kinesiology
Iowa City, Iowa

Derek James Pacheco
Business Management
Littleton, Colorado

Riley Kristina Packer
Elementary Education
Erie, Illinois
magna cum laude

Julio Anderson Parmley
Kinesiology
Grinnell, Iowa
cum laude

My-Linh Rose Pavelka
Kinesiology
Shakopee, Minnesota
summa cum laude

Morgan Leigh Peterson
Elementary Education
Newton, Iowa
summa cum laude

Rachel R. Pforts
Elementary Education
Keosauqua, Iowa
cum laude

Ricardo Omar Portillo
Kinesiology
El Paso, Texas

Kale Michael Fredrick 
Purcell
Engineering
Physics
Holton, Kansas
cum laude

Kierstin Purdie
Elementary Education
Jefferson, Iowa

Erik William Ramker
Business Management
Waverly, Iowa

Anikah Jayne Rath
Business Management
Monroe, Wisconsin
cum laude

Christian John Rathje*
Computer Science
Ankeny, Iowa

Bailey Hope Reding
Kinesiology
Grundy Center, Iowa
cum laude
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Maximus Gray Reitano
Kinesiology
Biology
Grimes, Iowa
magna cum laude

Hannah Lynn Reynolds
Biology
Burlington, Iowa
magna cum laude

Makayla Rae Ribble
Elementary Education
Iowa City, Iowa
magna cum laude

Devin Christopher 
Rinehart
Computer Science
Bondurant, Iowa
magna cum laude

Sarah LaVonne Rochholz
Sociology
Adair, Iowa
 
Nathan Rosas
Computer Science
Harvard, Illinois

Jake Miller Rosenow*
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Waukee, Iowa

Preston Thomas Rowe
Engineering
Physics
Pella, Iowa

Rylee Darlene Rustad
Kinesiology
Gilbert, Arizona
summa cum laude

Pete Robert Sackett*
History
Spanish
Johnston, Iowa

Myles Ray Saner
Accounting
Ottumwa, Iowa

Brayden James Sawyer
Business Management
Grundy Center, Iowa
magna cum laude

Isabella Marie Schlerman*
Actuarial Science
Spanish
Pella, Iowa
summa cum laude

Macy Renee Schmidt
Kinesiology
Webster, Iowa

Evan Christopher 
Schroeder
Business Management
Saint Olaf, Iowa

Breyton P. Schwenker
Business Management
Newton, Iowa

Nathaniel Hugh Paul 
Scragg
Engineering
Port Perry, Ontario, 
Canada

Samantha Rose Shadle
Psychology
Pella, Iowa

Jordan Michael Sharp
Kinesiology
New London, Iowa

Jaycee Lynn Shaver
Psychology
Newton, Iowa
cum laude

Averi Leanne Shride
Biology
Burlington, Iowa 
summa cum laude

Sara Keyvan Sienkiewicz
Biology
Plainfield, Illinois
magna cum laude

Nicole Maria Salandro 
Sinclair
Kinesiology
Arvada, Colorado

Shaylee J. Smet
Computer Science
Aledo, Illinois
summa cum laude

Alisa Joy Smith
Business Management
Fostoria, Ohio

Gavin Kenneth Smith
Accounting
Business Management
Audubon, Iowa
summa cum laude

Mikayla Renae Smith
Elementary Education
Madrid, Iowa
cum laude

Nathan Drew Smith
Biology
Biochemistry
Cedar Falls, Iowa
magna cum laude

Taylor Grace Sniezek*
Elementary Education
Gilbert, Iowa
magna cum laude

Leslie Shea Snow
Elementary Education
Olivia, Minnesota
magna cum laude

Corbin Lee Sodergren
Business Management
Norwalk, Iowa
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Esveidy Alejandra 
Soto-Soto
Business Management
Des Moines, Iowa

Cole Aron Steege*
Accounting
Business Management
Waverly, Iowa
summa cum laude

Peyton Laine Steffen
Biochemistry
Marion, Iowa
cum laude

Matthew Ryan Steffensmeier
Engineering
Physics
Garner, Iowa

Max Steinlage
Kinesiology
Cedar Falls, Iowa

Alex Robert Syslo
Economics
Mathematics
Coal Valley, Illinois

Spencer Lyndon Taylor
Engineering
Physics
Norwalk, Iowa

Ethan Mathew Thomas
Kinesiology
Ankeny, Iowa
cum laude

Taylor Eric Thunstedt
Business Management
Chaseburg, Wisconsin

Noah Michael Tibben
Business Management
Newton, Iowa

Austin Totty
Kinesiology
American Canyon, 
California

Dante Trinidad-Gomez
Political Science
Psychology
Des Moines, Iowa
cum laude

Kip Joseph Tupa
Engineering
Physics
Blair, Nebraska

Miah Nichole Urban
Kinesiology
Hastings, Iowa
magna cum laude

Winona Ayana Van 
Berkum*
Kinesiology
Pella, Iowa
cum laude

Jrake Henray Van Hemert*
Kinesiology
Pella, Iowa

Rylie Kay Van Wyk
Elementary Education
Mitchellville, Iowa
cum laude

Trysten K. Vasquez
Biology
Marion, Iowa

Lauryn Ava Danyel 
Venema*
History
East Amana, Iowa
summa cum laude

Alexander Lee Ver Heul
Computer Science
Philosophy
Monroe, Iowa
cum laude

Christopher Floyd Ver Heul
Communication Studies
Monroe, Iowa
summa cum laude

Lily Jo Vernooy
Elementary Education
Oskaloosa, Iowa
magna cum laude

Trinity Shaylyn Vos*
Business Management
Pella, Iowa

David Albert Vukobratovich
Sociology
Homer Glen, Illinois

Aidan Walker
Computer Science
Ankeny, Iowa
magna cum laude

Hayley Marian Wallin
Kinesiology
Northwood, Iowa

Karlee Elizabeth Warnke
Kinesiology
Primghar, Iowa

Johnathan Gene Weaver
Accounting
Lenox, Iowa

Samuel Joseph West
Business Management
Burlington, Iowa
summa cum laude

Madison Elizabeth Whalen
Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies
Biology
Kansas City, Missouri
magna cum laude

Ronald Dean Wilcox
Computer Science
Readlyn, Iowa



2026 Graduates

13

Pinning of the Class

We continue the tradition at Central College to welcome our graduates into 
the family of alumni. On graduation day, every member of the class recieves an 
alumni pin. After leaving our campus and going out to make a difference in the 
world, whenever alumni meet and one is without a pin, alumni are encouraged 
to give their pin to the person without one. Upon request, Central College 
will replace the pin of the one who generously shared. In this manner, the 
relationships between Central College alumni will continue to expand over  
space and time as the number and presence of Central pins continue to expand 
across the globe.

Legacy Students

* Legacy students are the children of proud Central College alumni. We are honored 
to be part of their family tradition and grateful to include these multiple generations 
of Dutch alumni in our Central family.

Dylan Hunter Williams
Communication Studies
Bountiful, Utah

Jakob C. Williams
Biology
Belmond, Iowa

Jasmyn Aliya Williams
Elementary Education
Henderson, Colorado
magna cum laude

Maggie Rae Williams
Elementary Education
Newton, Iowa

Jacob Lee Williamson
Psychology
Iowa City, Iowa

Blake Alan Wilson
Business Management
Centerville, Iowa

Thea L. Wisse*
Elementary Education
Pella, Iowa

Ava Elizabeth Wolf
Communication Studies
Shenandoah, Iowa
 

Grace Wolford
Elementary Education
West Des Moines, Iowa
magna cum laude

Blake Matthew Wynn
Actuarial Science
Economics
Milan, Illinois

Zachary Ryan Zmudzinski
Kinesiology
Elkhorn, Nebraska
summa cum laude 

The Senior Class Gift is a longstanding Central College tradition in which class 
members join our philanthropic community by supporting a campus improvement 
or program meaningful to them. The Class of 2026 voted to bring water filler 
stations to campus, along with establishing a $1,000 Journey Scholarship in  
their name.
 
The committee members of the Senior Class Gift are:

Senior Class Gift

Noah Joseph Allen
Madison LaAnn Craig
Bryce Caden Haessig
Leah Susan Howard

Mark Dana Kenney
Kale Michael Fredrick 
Purcell
Preston Thomas Rowe

Christopher Floyd Ver 
Heul
Jasmyn Aliya Williams
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Senior Honors Thesis 2025-26

Grace Marie Benson
English
“Reapproaching Immigration Politics: 
An Analysis of Javier Zamora’s 
Unaccompanied and Solito” 
First Reader: Valerie Billing,  
Associate Professor of English
Second Reader: Elena Vishnevskaya, 
Professor of Religion

Tessa Marie Bly
Sociology
“Navigating Complexities in Youth 
Substance Use Counseling”
First Reader: Shawn Wick,  
Professor of Sociology
Second Reader: Randy Renstrom, 
Professor of Psychology

Madison LaAnn Craig
Biology
“Soil Carbon and Extractable Iron 
Across Depths in Restored Prairie and 
Agricultural Soils”
First Reader: James Dunne,  
Associate Professor of Chemistry
Second Reader: Anya Butt,  
Professor of Biology

William Allen Flug
Religious Studies
“Paul’s Account of Law and Justification 
in the Epistle to the Romans”
First Reader: Terry Kleven,  
Dr. Jacob and Gela Schnucker Sessler 
Endowed Chair in Philosophy and 
Religion and Professor of Religion
Second Reader: Elena Vishnevskaya, 
Professor of Religion

Katelyn Kay Freeman
Economics, Spanish, and Mathematics
“Analyzing the Determinants of Success 
for Olympic Triathletes”
First Reader: Tuan Nguyen,  
Associate Professor of Economics
Second Reader: Mark Mills,  
Professor of Mathematics

Luciana Hope Laidlaw
Instrumental Music Education
“The Interpretation of Solo Bach Violin 
Music in Modern Society”
First Reader: Sean Stephenson,  
Assistant Professor of Music
Second Reader: Charles Miranda, Adjunct 
Instructor of Music

Hannah Lynn Reynolds
Biology
“Improving Molecular Protocols for 
Reliable DNA Barcoding for Species 
Identification of Native Bees”
First Reader: Paulina Mena,  
Ruth and Marvin Denekas Endowed 
Chair in Science and Humanities and 
Professor of Biology
Second Reader: Russ Benedict, 
Professor of Biology

Nathan Drew Smith
Biology and Biochemistry
“SNAr of Quinone Activated Haloarnes”
First Reader: Jay Wackerly,  
Associate Professor of Chemistry
Second Reader: James Dunne,  
Associate Professor of Chemistry

Lauryn Ava Danyel Venema
History
“Perspectives on Women in Power: 
Contemporary and Historiographical 
Accounts of Empress Catherine the 
Great, Queen Ranavalona I, and Empress 
Dowager Cixi”
First Reader: Lori Witt, Associate 
Professor of History
Second Reader: Timothy Olin,  
Associate Professor of History

Sara Keyvan Sienkiewicz
Biology
“A Comparison of Forewing Length and 
Aspect Ratio Between Wild and Captive-
Raised Monarch Butterflies (Danaus 
plexippus)”
First Reader: Kristin Siewert,  
Senior Lecturer of Biology, retired
Second Reader: Mark Mills,  
Professor of Mathematics

The Emerging Scholars Program presents academically high-achieving students with 
the opportunity to grow as intellectuals within a community of peers and to forge 
important mentoring relationships with faculty. Emerging Scholars complete required 
interdisciplinary seminars, focused course enrichments and a capstone senior honors 
thesis. Students who complete the program graduate with honors.
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Alec L. Anderson-Conlon
Macy Kristine Beermann
Elijah William Belzer
Grace Marie Benson
Emma Millicent Benz
Tessa Marie Bly
Olivia Grace Bohlen
Owen Nyle Brase
Keilah Vivian Brewer
Alaina Dianne Bunde
Anna Beth Childerston
Colton Michael Comstock
Andrew John Cottington
Erin Elizabeth Dederich
Benjamin James  
DeMeulenaere
Brayden Anthony Duinink
Mya Kate Ehresman
Cassandra Diane Elliott

William Allen Flug
Katelyn Kay Freeman
Alex Robert Gast
Abigail Lynn Bernice Goering
Katelyn Marie Hofmaster
Bailey Jordyn Huizenga
Grant Joseph Humphrey
Lauren Grace Husz
Gage Wayne Huyser
Keely Catherine Krambeer
Adison Geneva Krichau
Annika Jane Kruse
Jeremiah Timothy LaFleur
Luciana Hope Laidlaw
Parker Lawrence
Holly Kimberly Mattes
Emily Louise McMartin
Nathan Tyler McWilliams
Katherine Ann Morrison

My-Linh Rose Pavelka
Morgan Leigh Peterson
Maximus Gray Reitano
Hannah Lynn Reynolds
Devin Christopher Rinehart
Isabella Marie Schlerman
Averi Leanne Shride
Sara Keyvan Sienkiewicz
Gavin Kenneth Smith
Taylor Grace Sniezek
Leslie Shea Snow
Cole Aron Steege
Lauryn Ava Danyel Venema
Christopher Floyd Ver Heul
Lily Jo Vernooy
Samuel Joseph West
Zachary Ryan Zmudzinski

Alpha Zeta Mu (graduating members)
Membership is awarded to students who are full-time students, have completed 
at least three semesters at Central College and who have achieved a minimum 
cumulative grade point average of 3.8 on a 4.0 scale.

Mya Kate Ehresman
Cassandra Diane Elliott
Dante Trinidad-Gomez
Parker Lee Lawrence, 
Student Body President

Emily Louise McMartin
Jaycee Lynn Shaver
Nathan Drew Smith 
Esveidy Alejandra Soto-Soto

Student Senate (graduating members)

Leah Paige Bontrager
Padriac Bozik
Ashlynn Kay Brackett
Seth R. Brader
Alexandre-Nea'teva  
Aurellano Calo
Cohen Thomas Darsee
Kalen Scott Downey
Brayden Anthony Duinink
Andrea Leigh Dvorak
Sabryn Clarise Egli
Cassandra Diane Elliott
Carter Cameron Hall

Bailey Jordyn Huizenga
Scott David Johnson
Adison Geneva Krichau
Parker Lawrence
Jenna Mitsuko Mahoney
Gunner Ralph James Meyer
Mateusz Mariusz Mindowicz
Tyler Joseph Moon
Rachel Elizabeth Mullennax
Julio Anderson Parmley
Kierstin Purdie
Bailey Hope Reding
Hannah Lynn Reynolds

Makayla Rae Ribble
Nathan Rosas
Jaycee Lynn Shaver
Averi Leanne Shride
Shaylee J. Smet
Mikayla Renae Smith
Corbin Lee Sodergren
Rylie Kay Van Wyk
Trinity Shaylyn Vos
Johnathan Gene Weaver
Jasmyn Aliya Williams
Thea L. Wisse

Alpha Alpha Alpha (graduating members)
Membership is awarded to students who have completed at least 36 credit hours 
toward a degree, have an overall GPA of at least 3.2 on a 4.0 scale and neither of 
the student’s parents, step-parents or legal guardians have completed a bachelor’s 
degree. Central is the first college in Iowa to have a chapter of Alpha Alpha Alpha.



16

Student Awards

Biology
	 Biology Senior Award
		  Averi Leanne Shride 2026
	 John Bowles Biology Award
		  Madison Elizabeth Whalen 2026
		  Hannah Elizabeth Higgins 2026

Chemistry
	 Art Bosch Chemistry Award
		  Nathan Drew Smith 2026
	 Biochemistry Award
		  Peyton Laine Steffen 2026
	 Chemistry Senior Award
		  Katherine Ann Morrison 2026
	 Freshman Award in Chemistry
		  Nathan Tyler McWilliams 2023
	 Inorganic Chemistry Award
		  Peyton Laine Steffen 2026
	 Organic Chemistry Award
		  Katherine Ann Morrison 2026

Communications Studies
	 C.A. & Frances L. DeBruin Award
		  Mya Kate Ehresman 2026

Economics, Accounting & Management 	
	 Business Management Award
		  Samuel Joseph West 2026
	 Butler Scholar in Economics Award
		  Katelyn Kay Freeman 2026
	 Robert J. Maurer Accounting
		  Colton Michael Comstock 2026
	 The Institute for Management Accountants 	
	 Award
		  Andrew Glenn Cotty 2026
	 The Iowa Society of C.P.A.'s Award
		  Gavin Kenneth Smith 2026

Education
	 Barbara Dieleman Award for Excellence in 	
	 Elementary Education
		  Emily Louise McMartin 2026
		  Lauren Grace Husz 2026
	 Bruce and Susan Berical Anderson Education 	
	 Grant
		  Emma Millicent Benz 2026
		  Alaina Dianne Bunde 2026
		  Abigail Lynn Bernice Goering 2025
		  Lauren Ellen Johnsen 2026
		  Annika Jane Kruse 2026
		  Emily Louise McMartin 2026
		  Abigail Marie Miller 2026
		  Rachel R. Pforts 2026
		  Kierstin Purdie 2026
		  Makayla Rae Ribble 2026
		  Taylor Grace Sniezek 2026
		  Leslie Shea Snow 2026
		  Thea L. Wisse 2025
	 Joyce Huizer Award for Excellence in 		
	 Elementary Education
		  Abigail Lynn Bernice Goering 2026
	 Lee Collins Award for Excellence in 		
	 Elementary Education
		  Taylor Grace Sniezek 2026

English
	 Calliope Award
		  Keilah Vivian Brewer 2026
	 Steve & Joyce Bell Excellence in Journalism 	
	 Award
		  Keilah Vivian Brewer 2026

Environmental Studies
	 Anya Z. Butt Environmental Studies Award
		  Madison Elizabeth Whalen 2026
	 Outstanding Environmental Science Award
		  Hannah Elizabeth Higgins 2026
	 Outstanding Environmental Sustainability 	
	 Award
		  Mary Theresa Gustason 2026

	 Julia Van Houweling Award
		  Luciana Hope Laidlaw 2026
	

	 John Allen Writing Award for Synaptic
		  Christopher Floyd Ver Heul 2026
		  Keilah Vivian Brewer 2025

ALL-COLLEGE

DEPARTMENTAL
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Student Awards

Humanities
	 The Vander Lugt-Voss Scholarship Fund 	
	 and Prizes in the Humanities - English
		  Grace Marie Benson 2026
	 The Vander Lugt-Voss Scholarship Fund 	
	 and Prizes in the Humanities - History
		  Lauryn Ava Danyel Venema 2026
	 The Vander Lugt-Voss Scholarship Fund 	
	 and Prizes in the Humanities - Philosophy/ 	
	 Religion
		  Alexander Lee Ver Heul 2026
		  Grace Marie Benson 2026

Kinesiology
	 Verle Rinehart Award
		  Olivia Grace Bohlen 2026

Mathematics/Computer Science
	 Henry W. Pietenpol Award
		  Aidan Walker 2026
		  Devin Christopher Rinehart 2025

Modern Languages
	 Jim Graham Award for Academic 		
	 Excellence in Spanish
		  Katelyn Kay Freeman 2026
	 Martha Betancourt Prize for Departmental 	
	 Excellence and Service in Spanish
		  Emma Millicent Benz 2026

Music
	 Music Major Student Leadership Award
		  Luciana Hope Laidlaw 2026

Philosophy/Religion
	 Henry G. Eggink Award
		  William Allen Flug 2026

Physics
	 Richard J. Mentink Award
		  Rachel Elizabeth Barton 2026
		  Mateusz Mariusz Mindowicz 2026

Pre-Health Sciences
	 Dr. Herman Vander Meulen Award for 	
	 Pre-Med
	 	 Hannah Lynn Reynolds 2026

Sociology
	 Gordon F. De Jong Senior Award
		  Tessa Marie Bly 2026
	 Megan Sloss Award
		  Christopher Daniel Little 2026

Fellows in the Inaugural Marburger Leadership Institute  

Madeline Kathleen MacGregor 
Music Education-Vocal 
Macomb, Illinois  
 
Georgia Kate Matthews  
Elementary Education  
Windsor Heights, Iowa  

Taylor Grace Sniezek 
Elementary Education  
Gilbert, Iowa 

 Jasmyn Aliya Williams 
Elementary Education  
Henderson, Colorado 
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Student Awards

Prins Sportsmanship Award
	 Alejo Marcon 2026

Ron Schipper Leadership Award
	 Pierre Jarvis Baldwin 2026

Marjorie Giles Student Life Leadership Award
	 Katelyn Kay Freeman 2026

Baseball
	 Versteeg Award
		  Dominic J. DeLaPaz 2025
		  Mark Dana Kenney 2024

Men’s Basketball
	 Newcomer of the Year Award
		  Hogan Christopher Franey 2022-23
	 Wassenaar Coaches’ Award
		  Kip Joseph Tupa 2024-25

Women’s Basketball
	 Most Improved Player Award
			  Bailey Hope Reding 2023-24
			  Jasmyn Aliya Williams 2024-25
	 Gary Dirksen Achievement Award
			  Jasmyn Aliya Williams 2025-26

Men’s Cross Country
	 Dutch Spirit Award
		  Taylor Eric Thunstedt 2025

Women’s Cross Country 
	 Most Valuable Performer Award
	 Peyton Laine Steffen 2025
	 Newcomer of the Year Award
	 Leah Paige Bontrager 2022
	 Most Improved Performer Award
		  Peyton Laine Steffen 2024
	 Dutch Spirit Award
	 Leah Susan Howard 2024, 2025

Football
	 Richard J. Mentink Award
		  Gavin Kenneth Smith 2025
	 Lankelma-Menning Award
		  Gavin Kenneth Smith 2023
	 P.H. Kuyper Award
		  Kyle Edward Norton 2025
	 Les Claussen Award
		  Hunter Thomas Hoffman 2023
	

	 Bruce Wendt Award
		  Tyler David Harms 2025
	 Worp Borgman Award
		  Gavin Kenneth Smith 2025
	 Kirk Wagner Award
		  Ricardo Omar Portillo 2023
	 Special Teams Award
		  Benjamin James DeMeulenaere 2025

Men’s Golf
	 Golden Putter Award (Most Improved  
    Player)
		  Alex Robert Gast 2025

Men’s Soccer
	 Most Valuable Player Award
		  Alejo Marcon 2025
		  Spencer Lyndon Taylor 2024
	 Newcomer of the Year Award
		  Spencer Lyndon Taylor 2022

Women’s Soccer
	 Most Valuable Player Award
		  Bailey Jordyn Huizenga 2025
	 Most Improved Player Award
		  Annaliese Joanne Miller 2023
	 Most Inspirational Player Award
		  Grace Kay Wolford 2024, 2025
	 Outstanding Newcomer Award
		  Bailey Jordyn Huizenga 2022
	 Hustle Award
		  Nicole Maria Salandro Sinclair 2024

Softball
	 Offensive Player of the Year Award
		  Hannah Elizabeth Higgins 2024

Men’s Tennis
	 Bogaard Most Improved Performer Award
		  Trey Nicholas Hull 2024

Women’s Tennis
	 DeHaan Most Valuable Player Award
	 Jenna Mitsuko Mahoney 2024
	 Bogaard Most Improved Player Award 
	 Katelyn Kay Freeman 2022
	 Hardest Worker Award
	 Katelyn Kay Freeman 2022
	 Madison Elizabeth Whalen 2022

ATHLETICS
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Student Awards

Men’s Track and Field
	 Most Improved Performer Award
		  Kale Michael Fredric Purcell 2024

Women’s Track and Field
	 Most Valuable Performer Award
		  Peyton Laine Steffen 2025
	 Most Improved Performer Award
		  Olivia Grace Bohlen 2024
		  Peyton Laine Steffen 2024
	 Most Valuable Newcomer Award
		  Olivia Grace Bohlen 2023
	 Dutch Spirit Award
		  Leah Susan Howard 2024, 2025

Triathlon
	 Most Valuable Performer Award
		  Grace Marie Benson 2023
		  Luciana Hope Laidlaw 2025
	 Dutch Spirit Award
		  Katelyn Kay Freeman 2024, 2025
		  Luciana Hope Laidlaw 2023
	 Teammate of the Year Award
		  Grace Marie Benson 2025
	 Newcomer of the Year Award
		  Grace Marie Benson 2022
		  Madison Elizabeth Whalen 2025
	 Most Improved Award
		  Luciana Hope Laidlaw 2022

Volleyball
	 Jamie Hill Most Valuable Player Award
		  Colleen Courtney Kenney 2024
		  Leslie Shea Snow 2025
	 Most Improved Player Award
		  Ashli Renae Harn 2022
		  Makayla Rae Ribble 2024
		  Leslie Shea Snow 2023
	 Hustle Award
		  Colleen Courtney Kenney 2023
		  Leslie Shea Snow 2025
	� Mart and Elva Mae Heerema  

Achievement Award 
		  Avery Faith Hall 2023
	 Leadership Award
		  Makayla Rae Ribble 2025

	

	  

ATHLETICS

		

Men’s Wrestling
	 Most Valuable Wrestler Award
		  Pierre Jarvis Baldwin 2023-24, 2024-25 
	 Most Improved Wrestler Award
		  David Albert Vukobratovich 2023-24
	 Most Valuable Newcomer Award
		  Pierre Jarvis Baldwin 2022-23 
	 Lawrence Award (work ethic and 		
	 dedication)
		  Pierre Jarvis Baldwin 2025-26
	 Academic Achievement Award
		  Samuel Joseph West 2023-24, 2024-25, 	
		  2025-26
	 Coaches’ Award
		  Elijah William Belzer 2025-26
		  Trenton Aaron Harper 2025-26
		  Lincoln Heath Holub 2025-26
		  Samuel Joseph West 2023-24

Women’s Wrestling
	 Most Valuable Performer Award
		  Esther Pearl Belzer 2025-26
	 Standard Setter Award
		  Esther Pearl Belzer 2025-26
	 Dutch Leader Award
		  Esther Pearl Belzer 2024-25
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Parent Council

CLASS OF 2026
Lora Appenzeller Miller ‘95
Annaliese Joanne Miller
Indianola, Iowa

Amy Kenney
Mark D. Kenney
Fennimore, Wisconsin

Brett and Chantelle Lundberg
Derek Hayden Beiner
Newton, Iowa

Parent council members who have students graduating today are:

Central Employee Parents of the Class of 2026

Allison and John Krogstad
Benjamin Andres Krogstad

Garry and Gina Laidlaw
Lucinda Hope Laidlaw

Jeffrey ’90 and Laurie Rieken McMartin ’90
Emily Louise McMartin

Hilary and Davis Rowe
Preston Thomas Rowe

Gary and Maggie Fisher Schlerman ’02
Isabella Marie Schlerman
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Mike Main ’87, M.D., serves as senior vice president and chief clinical officer for BJC Health 
System’s West Region (Saint Luke’s) and as president of Saint Luke’s Physician Group, 
which includes over 1,000 physicians and advanced practice providers. He is a practicing 
cardiologist at Saint Luke’s Mid America Heart Institute, with clinical interests including 
valvular heart disease and echocardiography. A professor of medicine at the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City, he is the author or co-author of more than 100 peer-reviewed 
publications in medical journals.  

He completed a B.A. in political science at Central College and received his medical  
degree from the University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine. His post-graduate  
training included a residency in internal medicine and a fellowship in cardiovascular 
diseases at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, Texas,  
followed by an advanced cardiac imaging fellowship at the Cleveland Clinic in  
Cleveland, Ohio. In addition to his medical training, he completed an M.B.A. and an  
M.S. in healthcare leadership and management at the Jindal School of Management  
at the University of Texas at Dallas. 

He formerly served as medical director of the echocardiography laboratory at Saint  
Luke’s Mid America Heart Institute, as chair of the Saint Luke’s Physician Group 
Cardiovascular Division, and as co-executive medical director of Saint Luke’s Mid  
America Heart Institute.  

He is an active member of multiple professional societies including the American  
Society of Echocardiography, serving for 10 years as the ASE advisor to the American 
Medical Association  Specialty Society Relative Value Scale Update Committee and as 
the ASE advisor to the AMA Current Procedural Terminology Editorial Panel. He has 
also served on the ASE Board of Directors, the American College of Cardiology Board 
of Governors, the International Contrast Ultrasound Society Board of Directors, the 
American Board of Internal Medicine Cardiovascular Disease Exam Committee, the 
American Hospital Association’s Committee on Clinical Leadership and the Central 
College Board of Trustees. 

Commencement Speaker: Mike Main ’87




